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Historical Sketely.

st Evangelical Church in Clinton was
ory November 14, 1844. Fifty-one per-
sous consiuted the orginal ..mnbmmp of

e P L et a
Lancaster, of which town the village of Clintonville
was then a part. Public worship was held for nearly
ated on M, oearthe oot

ants of the increas-

it was remodelied and rededicated February 22, 1850,
and again enlarged in 1873, building was taken
down in 1898 and the present church edifice erected
upon the same site and dedicated May 2, 1890
Since its formation, the growth of the church has
been constant; few Communion seasons have passed
without some additions. Special religious interest
marked the years of 1861-67-'70-"72 and
benevolent offerings have correspondingly increased.
Its history seems to have proved it a “branch of the
Lord's planting: the work of His hands.”




4 HISTORICAL SKETCH.

Jastars.
e M. . Byro, onlined Janry 5145 Dimied
g
Consixe, ordained December 8, 1867
N st s 5,
Wi Hircucock, ondained October 2, 1851
e Jaly 16,1853

Rev, Wannex W, Wixcursten, ordained March 23, 1854,
Dismissed June 17, 1862

R, B e Ay Pastor) December 1, 1862,
Resigned December 1,

Rev, DEWITT S. CrLARK, mdmncd November 11, 1868, Dis-
missed December 12, 187

R et
missed July 16,

installed April 30, 1879. Dis-

Dans B. Suvn L
‘Octaber 30, 180

lled January 14, 1835, Dismissed

Rev. WirLiaw WELLs Joroax, DD, installed September 25,

5
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Dearous.

i chosen January 7, 1845.  Died September

Ina G, CHiLDS, chosen January 7, 1845, Resigned May, 1848,

Hinas Monaa, chosen Noveber 4 5,8 Resigned Octo-
ber 14,

Cotns o £ . PAgvns,choser Novembr

February o, 197

. Evakrs Hrrencock, chosen April 11, 186, Resigned Octo-
ber 19, 1875

Joms Oxx, chosen April 1T, 1860, Resigned 1855.

Cuanves P, BioeLo, chosen October 29, 1873, Resigned
December 2, 1877,

Chaniss C. Mukpocr, chosen October 2, 1673 Resigoed
December g,

R L e xighed Nox
vember 14, 185

Lasrax [ CARTak, chese October 3, 1877, Resigned August

. 1503

860, Died

Prren T. KiTTrEnG, chosen September 3, 1883, Resigned

October 12, 1887.

Frawk P. BReep, chosen January 30, 1885,

Ronent F. PATTERS0S, chosen December 21, 1887, Resigned
1y 2, 1800

AMBROSE G, STICKNEY, chosen July 2, 1890, Died July 5, 1902.

Gronae W. MeLDRU. chosen Septeaber 6, 15

Corp, chosen May 26, 187 Resigned February

Cranwes D.
13, 1001

Josren McGows, chosen April 17, 1901

Himam A. MILLER, chosen October 20, 1903,




Erclesiastical Principles.

CHRISTIAN church is a voluntary association
of professed believersin Christ, formed on the
bas’s of the Holy Seriptures, united by solemn
covenant lm' the worship of God, for the observance

Christian ordinances, for mutual aid and encour-
sgement 1 wlLIChratied e dior e spread
of the gospel.

Each local church is complete in itself, recognizing
10 external authority, but obedient only to the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church Universal,
under whose law alone it has a right to manage its
own affairs.

Churches thus independent are yet connected by
mutul dutics,und co-operae as niegral parts of the

ian

“The fellowship. o Congregational churches is
manifested in conferences for devotion and mutual
encouragement, and in councils, convened for advice
and assistance; but councils have no judicial or cccle-
siastical p

Tn common with other branches of the Christian
Chureh, Congregationalists elieve that the Minisey
is or ut not that the power and
authority e ‘ministry, or
flow through it but tht they belong to the Church
its

Congrcgauonah regard as true churches of
Christ, all associations of believers who love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity aad truth, and wh
rgceive him as their Divine Redecm Friest, and

ng: to all such they warmly extend the hand of

S fellowship.

®fficers of the Chureh.

PERMANENT OFFICERS.
1. A Pastor, who shall be moderator of all meet-
ings of the church unless objection is made,in which
case the Senior Deacon shall perform that duty.
Deacons, who shall preside at the meetings
of the church.in the absence of the Pastor; prepare
forand assist in the celebration of the Lord's Supper;
ad to the necessities of the poor of the church;
provide a supply for the pulpit in the temporary
absence of the Pastor, and give aid in the ministry
of the church as may be needed.

TEMPORARY ONIICERS, chosen By ballot at the Annual
Meeting.

1. A Clerk, who shall keep a full record of all
action of the church; all motions with the vote
thereon; the appointment and reports of committees,
which shall be in writing. He shall also keep a book
in which the names of all persons on becoming mem-
bers of the church shall be recorded, with the time
of admission and removal, whether by dismission or
death; in addition, he shall present at the annual
meeting a list of those members who have been
absent more than one year.

11 A Treasurer, who shall receive all moneys
raised by the church for whatever purposcs, and
shall pay the same to such societies and benevolent




8 OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH.

objects as the church from time to time may vote,
and also for the expenses of the Communion Table.
He shall also annually make a detailed report of the
receipts and disbursements.

Il A Standing Committee, consisting of the
Pastor, Deacons, and Clerk, and three or more. per-
sons chosen annually, whose duty it shall be to
examine applicants for admission to the church; to
act as Committee of Inquiry in cases of discipline;
decide what objects shall be presented to the church
for contributions, and have a general supervision
over the interests of the church.

Vacancies in any of the offices above named ocour-
ring during the year, may be filled at any regular

ing of the church,

ANNUAL MEETING.

The Annual Meeting of the church shall be held
on the third Tuesday in the month of January.
Special meetings shall be called by the Pastor or the
Standing Committee when they deem best, or when-
ever a request in writing is presented by six mem-
bers of the church.

Bigripline and Rules of the Chureh.

ISCIPLINE is the exercise of that authority and
the application of that system of laws which the
Lord Jesus has appointed in his Church.

The occasions of Church Discipline are either
public, as wrong done to mg church by neglect of
worship and ordinances, by disregard of its print
ples, rules, Im‘u oF capesanta, of by Hamaorsl oo
duct; or private, as wrong done to an ma.

‘All susen of discipline whether for private griev-
ance or public offense shall be pm:ln:tulcd according
to the directions given by the Lord Jesus Christ, as
recorded in Matt. xviiizis-17. No complaint shall
be entertained by the church unless made in accord-
ance with such instructions.

All complaints shall be made in writing and in the
first instance to the Standing Committee, who shall
upon sufficient cause present the same to the church;
the complainant may after ten days present the
se directly to the church. When a member is
accused he shall be mmu.mly furnished with a copy
of the charges against shall have a full
hearing, and the trial smv be had without unneces-
sary delay.

The censures inflicted on offenders shall be pnvale
reproof, public admonition, suspension, or_excom-
munication, as the church shall determine. s
of excommunication shall be announced from the
pulpit on the Sabbath.

s excommunicated person




10 DISCIPLINE AND RULES OF THE CHURCH.

may not be restored except on reformation of his
conduct, public confession of his sin, and profession
LR e T
tered by the Pastor, or if there be nonc, by the mod-
erator of the church, in conformity with its vote.

In the decision of all matters that may come be-
fore the church the vote of the Pastor and each male
member are in point of power equal.

Candidates for admission to the church by letter
or profession shall be examined by the Standing
Committee respecting the ground of their religious
hope and belief; provided that any members of the

church mayattendthese examinations, and make such
inquiries and give such information as they may
judge proper.

Members of other churches in fellowship with thi
who regularly unite with us in worship and ord
nances, are desired to transfer their membership to
us without needless delay.

Members of this church who leave town for one
year or more shall take letters of dismission and rec-
ommendation to some sister church, unless satisfac-
tory reasons be given for a longer delay.

Previous to the stated administration of the Lord’s
Supper a general invitation shall be given to all
present who love our Lord Jesus Christ, and who
receive Him as their Divine Redeemer, Pricst and
King, to commune with this church, in the Holy
Ordinance.

he seasons of communion to be observed by this
church shall nnually: on the first Sabbath in
January, March, May, July, September and Novem-

DISCIFLINE AND RULES OF THE CHURCH.  II

ber; previous to each a preparatory lecture shall be
given; at the close of which there shall be a stated
Charch Meeting for the transaction of any business
that may come before the church.

All males over twenty-one years of age who have
become members of the church, are also expected to
become members of the parish, andall minors uniting
th the church are expected to connect themselves
th the parish when they shall arrive at the age of
twenty-one years.

All members of this church who change their
residence, shall within one year ask for
Retters of dismission from this church and of recom-
mendation to another Evangelical Church; or forfeit
their -good standing until they shall report to_the
church satisfactory reasons for mm neglect. Mem-
bers who shall fail to comply with this rule shall be
reminded by the Clerk of their neglect, and if the
neglect continues, without good reason, or if nothing
can be learned of them, the church may suspend
watch and care over them. A list of such members
shall, however, be kept, and letters of dismission to
those judged worthy of them may subsequently be
granted; but almmm belonging to this class shall
not be included rting the list of members.
it siie o the oave e B L
reference to persons resident among us, who have
withdrawn from our Lellowship by neglecting the
ordinances of the church.

Any of the above articles may be altered or
amended by a vote of the majority of the church
present at any regular mecting.




Articles of Fuith.

and invisible

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who
is of one substance with the Father; by whom all
things were made;

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of
life, who is sent from the Father and Son, and who
together with the Father and Son is worshiped and
glorified.

1L We believe that the Providence of God, by
which he exceutes his eternal purposes in the gov-
crament of the world, is in and over all events; yet
so that the freedom and responsibility of man are
not impaired, and sin is theact of the creature alone.

111 We believe that man was made in the image
of God, that he might know, love, and obey God,
and enjoy him forever; that our first by dis-
obedience fell under the righteous condemnation of
God; and that all men are so alicnated from God
that there is no salvation from the guilt and pover
of sin except through God’s redeeming grace

IV. We believe that God would have all men
return to him; that to this end he has made himself
known, not only through the works of nature, the
course of his providence, and the consciences of
men, but also through supernatural revelations made

ARTICLES OF FAITH. 13

especially to a chosen people, and above all, when
the fulness of time was come, through Jesus Christ
his Son.

V. We believe that the Sr.ripmrcs of the Old and

New Testaments are the record of Gmr revelation
of 1...n,cu in the work of redemption; that they
n by men under the specml guidance of
the Ilul) p t; that they areable to make wise unto
salvation; and that they constitute the authoritative
ndard by which rehg\um teaching and human
conduct are to be judge

vI. :lm the love of God to ,,mul
men has found its highest expre
on; who became man, unitin
divine nature with our human nature in one person;
who was tempted like other men, yet without sin;
who, by his humiliation, his holy obedicnce, his suf-
ferings, s death on the cross, and his resurrection,
became a perfect Redeemer; whose sacrifice of him:
e for the sins of the world Aeclarcs the Fighteous-
ness of God, and is the sole and sufficient ground of
forgiveness and of reconciliation with him.

VIL We believe that Jesus Christ, after he had
risen from the dead, ascended into heaven, where, as
the one Mediator between God and man, he carries
forward his work of saving men; that he sends the
Holy Spirit to convict them of sin, and to lead them
to repentance and faith; and that those who through
renewing grace turn to rightcousness, and trist in
Jesus Christ as their Redeemer, receive for his sake
the forgiveness of their sins, and are made the chil-
dren of God.




14 ARTICLES OF FAITIL

VIIL We believe that those who are thus regen-
erated and justified, grow in sanctificd character
through fellowship with Christ, the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit, and obedience to the truth; that a
holy life is the fruit and evidence of saving faith;
and that the believer's hope of continuance in such
alife is in the preserving grace of God.

IX. We believe that Jesus Christ came to estab-
lish among men the kingdom of God, the reign of

truth and love, righteousness and peace; that to
Jesus Christ, the head of this kingdom, Christians
are directly responsible in faith and conduct; and

that to him all have immediate access without media-
torial or priestly intervention.

X. We believe that the Church of Christ, invisi-
ble and spiritual, comprises all true believers, whose
duty it is to associate themselves in churches, for
the maintenance of worship, for the promotion of
spiritual growth and fellowship, and for the conver-
sion of men; that these churches, under the guidance
of the Holy Seriptures and in fellowship with one
another, may determine—each for itself—their or-
ganization, statements of belief, and forms of wor-
ship; may appoint and set apart their own ministers,
and should codperate in the work which Christ has
committed to them for the furtherance of the gospel
throughout the world.

XI. We believe in the observance of the Lord’s
Day, as a day of holy rest and worship; in the minis-
try of the Word; and in the two Sacraments which
Christ has appointed for his Church: Baptism, to be
administered to believers and their children, as the

ARTICLES OF FAITH 15

sign of cleansing from sin, of union to Christ, and of
the impartation of the Holy Spirit; and the Lord's
Supper as a symbol of his atoning death, a seal of
its efficacy, and a means whereby he confirms and
strengthens the spiritual union and communion of
believers with himself.

. We belicve in the ultimate prevalence of
the kingdom of Christ over all the earth; in the
glorious appeating of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ; in the resurrection of the dead, and in
2 final judgment, the issues of which are everlasting
punishment, and everlasting life.

FORM OF ADMISSION.

What shall 1 render unto the Lord for all his benefits
towards e 1 will take the cup of salvation, and call upon
the name of the Lord. 1 will pay my vows unto the Lord now
in the presence of all his people.  (Ps. 116

Whooevor therefore shall confess me before men, bim
will 1 canfess also before my Father which s in heaven. But
iosoever shall deny me before men, him wil I also deny be-
Tore my Father which is in heaven. (Matt. 10132, 33)

For with the heart man belicveth unto rightcousnes
with the mouth confession is made uatosalvation. Rom.

Dearly beloved, called of God to be his children
through Jesus Christ our Lord, you are here that, in
the prescnce of God and his people, you may enter
into the fellowship and communion of his Church.
You do truly repent of your sins; you heartily re-
ceive Jesus Christ as your crucified Saviour and risen
Lord; you consecrate yourselves unto God and your
life to his service; you accept his Word as your law,
and his Spirit as your Comforter and Guide; and,




16 FORM OF ADMISSION.

trusting in his grace™to confirm and strengthen you
in all goodness, you promise to do God's holy will,
and to walk with this church in the truth and peace
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rcsponu —1 do.

Accepting, according to the measure of your un-
derslandmg of it, the system of Christian truth held
by the churches of our faith and order, and by this
church into whose fellowship you now enter; you
join with ancieat saints, with the Church throughout
the world, and with us, your fellow believers, in hum-
bly and heartily confessing your faith in the gospel,
saying,—

1 bELIEVE in God the Farnx Almighty, Maker
of heaven and carth, And in Jisus Ciist, his only
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Hory

r, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; the
third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into
heaven; and sitteth at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. 1 believe in the Hory
Guost; the Holy catholic Church; the communion
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Then should baptism be administered 1o those who have
een baptized.  Then should. those rise who would unite
with the church by ltter. To them the minister should say:—

Confessing the Lord whom we unitedly worship,
AL e self-consecration, and join
with us cordially in this, our Christian faith and
covenant.

FORM OF ADMISSION. 17

The mermbers of the Church present should rise.

Vs e b promlse
to watch over you with n love.
A o i
served, blessing and being blessed, we may be pre-
pared, while we dwell together on earth, for the per-
fect communion of the saints in heaven.

“Now the God of peace, that brought again from
the dead our Lord that great Shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do s will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in_hi
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for
ever and ever, Amen.” (Heb. 13:20, 21.)
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LIST OF PAST MEMBERS.
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sTaTISTICS. 31

PAST MEMBERSHI.

PRESENT MESDERSHIF,

Males

Females.

Cuixrox, Janvary 1, 1903







